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Healthy people 2000 goal: reduce the prevalence of ciga-
rette smoking to 15% or less among people aged 20 or older;
NOT ACHIEVED [Fig 1].

Healthy people 2010 goal: reduce cigarette smoking preva-
lence to no more than 12% among people aged 18 and older.

The percentage of smokers is at its peak among 18-24 year
olds: amost 30% in 2000 and 29% among 25-44 year olds.

Twenty-six percent of whites and 20% of African Americans
were smokers in 2000 [Fig. 2].

Twenty-seven percent of males and 22% of females were
smokersin 2000 [Fig. 3].

Twenty-nine percent of people with less than high school edu-
cation were smokers in 2000, vs. only 14% of those with col-
lege education.

African Americansin Louisianaweremorelikely to never start
smoking than whites (69% vs. 51% respectively) [2000 data].

Females were more likely than males to never start smoking
(62% vs. 50% respectively) [2000 data].

All data from the Louisiana Behavioral Factor Surveillance
System: 1991-2000 Chronic Disease Report
[http://oph.dhh.state.la.us/chroni cdisease/behavioral risk]

Current smoker: arespondent who
hassmoked at least 100 cigar ettes
in hig’her lifetime, and now
smokesevery day or somedays
Former smoker: arespondent who
hassmoked at least 100 cigar ettes
in higher lifetime, but doesnot
currently smoke

Never smoker: aregpondent who
hasnot smoked at least 100
cigarettesin higher lifetime
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